that fhese girla after a few years be-
come salesgirls, but the large major-
ity when they are too old for chil-
dren’s tasks seek employment in low-
grade factories because they are un-
itted for any special line of work.
“Few of the childrén employed in
this work learn anything of permas
nent value. They are doing work
which requires only a slight degree of
ikill. When they have spent the
rears of childhood in dreary toll they
e doomed to continue In work that
5 unskilled and monotonous and
=ith little Increase in wages.
“From 12,000 to 16,000 children
nder 16 vears of age leave school in
“Jhicago each year and go into un-
skilled work. They go into box fac-
tories, where Lhey ‘turn in,' ‘cover,
bind" and *tie” In candy factories
‘hey wrap and pack. In low grade
‘aflor shops they pull bastings and
“rush.
“In department stores they are
nployed as cash girls, inspectors,
tock boys, messengers. In boot and
hoe factories they cut out threads,
olish and clean shoes, tag, lace and
1ssemble parts of shoes. In engrav-
ing shops they feed a hand machine,
In moulding and picture frame fac-
(ories they wrap and carry moulding.
[n knitting mills they sort, count, tie
d label. In laundries they shake
mhmark clothes. In book binderies
ey fold or feed a wire stitching ma-
shipe. In novelty shops they sort,
~ount and tie tags. In bakeries they
pack and label. A few are employed
in press clipping bureaus, where they
¢lip ltems from newspapers. Many
go into sodp factories where they
wrap soap.”

Miss Davis argues that both em- |

ployers and parents are cheated in
this gnme of taking the children early
in life and putting them at work  the majority

that doesn't look ahead and train
The employers wonder why |

Lhem.
there are so few skilled workers avail-
able, Miss Davis says: “It’s because
s0 many bave been taken young and
put where they don't earn skilled

St

The parents of these children |
are cheated because the wages are " |
low in these early years and health
is hurt, and most of "em end in biind
alley work without any hope abead.
“The test of any work is not wheth-
er children can do it, but what it does
to the child. The mechanical, monot-
onoug, tofl dulls the [ntellect. The
stupidity of which I have heard so
many employers complain increases
as the days go by. These children
go into work for which they are phys-
fcally unfitted. Too oftan I have
heard them complzin of weariness.
Many a.child T have see drop out of
industry because rheumatism, heart
trouble, tuberculosis or other diseas-
es came, The speeding up processes
produce nervous fatigue and exhaus-
tion.™ .

— O
THOMPSON FOR THE KIDS AND
WHAT'S BEST FOR THEM

Mayor-glact Wm. Fale Thompson
at South Park av. Methodist Church,
Sunday night sald:

“Some call me a sportsman. Oth-
ers call me a sporl. [ do not care
what they call me but every time I
can add a playground or a baseball
fleld or a tennis court to the city's

ns 1 am going to do it

"Give the boys and girls a chance
to go where they learn to do right.
Take them out of the alleys and ash
barrels into the playgrounds. Give
them athletic fields. Give them 3

. place where they can get out into th

open air.

“As mayor of Chicago, 1 will do my
best as God gives me the light 1o see
the right. I will try to Be fair and just
to ail |

*l will kesp my ear close to the
ground to try to ledarn the wishes of

Having learned it, |
will act,

“I| want you to help me. | am under
no obligation to any politician or any
interest. | am fres to do what | be-
lieva to be the right thing to do,

appeal to you to support me."




